The Order of Service
for Home Worship

THE FOURTH
SUNDAY before LENT

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of mankind

1

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,

in deeper reverence praise

in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,

let us, like them, without a word

rise up and follow thee

rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,

interpreted by love

interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness,

till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess

the beauty of thy peace

the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still small voice of calm

O still small voice of calm.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you.
Purify us with the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you
faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of
our sins that we may know his peace is our hearts.

Lord Jesus, mighty God and Prince of Peace. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, Word made flesh and splendour of the Father.. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, glory be to God on high;

Alleluia, to the Saviour who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluia, Alleluia, to the Triune Majesty.

Collect: O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers,
that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: grant to us
such strength and protection as may support us in all dangers and carry us through
all temptations; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 6. 1-8, 3.1-5

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty;
and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him;
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their
feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” The pivots on the thresholds
shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And | said:
‘Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!" Then one of the
seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair
of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched



your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then | heard the voice
of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?’ And | said, ‘Here am
l; send me!’

"This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138.

| give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;

before the gods | sing your praise;

| bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness;

for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.

On the day | called, you answered me,

you increased my strength of soul. (R)

Response: Great is the glory, the glory of the Lord

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,
for they have heard the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,

for great is the glory of the Lord.

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly;
but the haughty he perceives from far away. (R)

Though | walk in the midst of trouble,

you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;

you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.
The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;

your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever.

Do not forsake the work of your hands. (R)

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 15. 1-11

Now | should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that | proclaimed to
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that | proclaimed to you—unless you
have come to believe in vain. For | handed on to you as of first importance what | in
turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and
that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to

more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of
all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. For | am the least of the
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But
by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain.
On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace
of God that is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you have
come to believe.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Luke 5.1-11
Glory to you, O Lord.

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of
the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into
one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had
finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your
nets for a catch.” Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long but have
caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the nets.” When they had done this,
they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to
their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both
boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” For he and all who
were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said
to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

"This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Meditation

When we think of Simon Peter, | imagine many of us think of him as an expert as all
his life he had been a fisherman. In today’s Gospel, we hear that Simon Peter and
the fishermen with him what could be described as a fruitless night as even after a
night’s fishing, their nets were empty. Now as if to add insult to injury, Jesus asks
them to go fishing once more. Simon Peter may have felt a little perplexed by this
request from Jesus as even though Jesus had healed his mother in law, he was not
sure about his knowledge of fishing but there was something about Jesus that made
Simon Peter want to not just listen but respond to Jesus request and this time he had
amazing results. During this passage we notice Jesus was in touch with the people
through not only watching but helping them. Due to Simon Peter’s willingness to listen
and respond, Jesus made him a fisher of me — an opportunity which he took
enthusiastically as did James and John.

What we notice from this passage, is that Jesus was not looking for the high flyers of
the academic world, rather he was looking for ordinary people, doing ordinary things.
Jesus was looking for the ordinary people as he wanted to be in touch with both the
ordinary and everyday world. Two thousand plus years later, the call to follow Jesus
is for everyone. Each of us is called to be a fisher of men, women and children and
Jesus wants all of us ordinary people to help in both his ministry and mission by using
our God given gifts and skills to relate in various ways to those around us and gentle
encouragement link Jesus with them and them with Jesus. All we need to fulfil this
wish of Jesus is to show our trust and faith in him in the way we speak and in what
we do and in the way we live our lives each and every day. Amen,

Intercessions:
In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the
Church and for the world to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among
them Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our
own ministry area; that the Church may faithfully work with Christ to proclaim the
saving love of God to the world.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression, for all
suffering the effects of natural disaster and for those suffering from famine or drought;
may there be peace where there is conflict and hope where there is despair.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give
thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; may Christ make his home in
our hearts that through us the light of his love may shine in our community.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved,
for the lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before
God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded
in our intercession books; may they be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and consoled
with the love of Christ.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved
ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death
falls at this time. May they share the eternal glory of heaven in the company of all the
saints.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together:

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy Kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom,

The power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.



The Peace:

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace; of the increase of his government and of
his peace there shall be no end. The peace of the Lord be with you and with all those
whom you love.

And also with you.

Let us pray:

Refreshed by your holy Word, Lord God, we seek your mercy: that by listening
faithfully to your only Son, and being obedient to the prompting of the Spirit, we may
be your children in name and in truth through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

The peace of God which is beyond all understanding guard your hearts in the
knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Hymn: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

2, Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea.
Cherubim and seraphim, falling down before thee,
Which wert, and art, and evermore shall be.

3. Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.
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